The chemotactic function of neutrophils in ulcerative colitis.
Neutrophil chemotactic function was investigated in 30 patients with ulcerative colitis (UC) in an active (no. = 15) or an inactive (no. = 15) stage. Peripheral blood neutrophils from active cases had a significantly decreased stimulated migration in modified Boyden chambers. Simultaneously done investigations of neutrophil migration into skin window chambers showed normal results in both active and inactive cases of UC. Thus, the defective chemotaxis during in vitro conditions was not reflected in a quantifiable neutrophil dysfunction in experimental acute inflammation.